Student Briefs
Public Interest Conference proves to be a continued success

This year’s conference organizers were: (l. to r.) third-year students Amanda Patterson (panel director) and Heidi Taylor (executive director); second-year students Dylan Nix, Robert Snyder, Nandi
Campbell (incoming executive director) and Trent Myers (publicity director); and 2006 Georgia Law
alumna Ginny Morris (hospitality director).

O

ften it is hard to follow up a successful
premiere, but the law students who
organized the Second Annual Working in
the Public Interest Law Conference did just
that.
The symposium attracted more than 150
lawyers, faculty members and students to
the two-day event. Speakers and panelists addressed a variety of issues relating to
poverty law such as education, affordable
housing, juvenile delinquency, immigration,
community economic development, voting
rights, workers’ rights, health care and indigent defense.
“Although many of this year’s topics
applied specifically to the Southeast, we took
a broader approach to public interest law. We
were excited to co-sponsor a panel on education with the State University of New York at
Buffalo,” conference executive director and
third-year law student Heidi M. Taylor said.
The co-sponsored panel focused on the
reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind
Act. Other law schools such as Emory
University, Georgia State University, Mercer
University, the University of Alabama, the
University of Florida and the University of
Tennessee showed support with their presence at the symposium.
The conference organizers set partnering with other law schools as one goal for
this year’s event, as well as qualifying panel
discussions for CLE credits, both of which
were met. Another target was to bring a new
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Second-year student and conference organizer Nandi Campbell (left) presents Caldwell Chair Milner Ball (J.D.’71) with the inaugural Working in
the Public Interest Lifetime Achievement Award.

component to the annual symposium – an
awards ceremony to recognize outstanding
achievement in public interest work.
The inaugural Working in the Public
Interest Lifetime Achievement Award was
bestowed upon Milner S. Ball (J.D.’71),
the holder of the Caldwell Chair in
Constitutional Law. Ball has made a tremendous contribution to public interest law at
Georgia Law by helping to create the Public
Interest Practicum and the Civil Clinic.
He also provided needed enthusiasm and
support to Working in the Public Interest
Conference organizers, according to Taylor.
“The WIPI Board has chosen to name the
Lifetime Achievement Award after Professor
Ball so that his name will be forever tied to
the UGA public interest law conference he
inspired,” Taylor said.
Cliff Williams, a third-year law student
at the Georgia State University College of
Law, received the Working in the Public
Interest Student Achievement Award for
his tireless service at the Georgia Innocence
Project. Williams played an integral role in
exonerating Pete Williams, who was wrongfully-imprisoned in the 1980s and was incarcerated for more than 20 years in a state
prison.
The WIPI Conference opened with a
keynote address delivered by Western
Circuit Superior Court Judge Steve C. Jones
(J.D.’88), the chair of the anti-poverty initiative Partners for a Prosperous Athens.

Attendees participated in nine panel discussions, which provided forums to explore the
diversity in public interest work. Stephen
Bright, president of the Southern Center
for Human Rights, delivered the closing
keynote speech that focused on serving the
disenfranchised.
Select conference panelists included: Roy
E. Barnes (J.D.’72), former governor of
Georgia; Jonathan Blazer, public benefits
policy attorney for the National Immigration
Law Center; Emmet Bondurant (LL.B.’60),
member of the Georgia Public Defender
Standards Council; Linda Couch, deputy director for the National Low Income
Housing Coalition; Ryan King, policy analyst for The Sentencing Project; Michael
Monahan, director for the Pro Bono Project
for the State Bar of Georgia; and Joel Packer,
director of education policy and practice for
the National Education Association.
The format of the conference was supplemented by luncheon roundtable discussions.
Attendees were able to choose from six areas
of public interest ranging from impact litigation and lobbying to government lawyering.
“With each conference, we continue to
build relationships with students, professors and practitioners, particularly in the
Southeast. We look forward to working with
these individuals in planning another great
conference next year,” Taylor said.
- Compiled by Nikki Girard
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Advocacy season results
Prince Moot Court Competition
Georgia Law was also well represented in
the Dean Jerome Prince Memorial Evidence
Moot Court Competition with the school’s
team advancing to the semifinal round.
The team was composed of second-year
students Naveen Ramachandrappa, Colby
E. Longley and Darren M. Tobin. The trio
was coached by third-year student Andrew
D. “Andy” Stancil.

Another team from Georgia Law, composed of second-year students Jennifer S.
Blakely and Ellen H. Persons and third-year
student Stephen A. Shea, finished as semifinalists in the regional tournament.

Georgia Law’s Intrastate teams included: (back, l. to r.)
Lauren Mock (coach), Cameron Hawkins, David Pilson,
Tully Blalock, Glenn Singleton (coach), (front, l. to r.)
Catherine Runion, Jeb Butler and Rachel Horton.

Intrastate Moot Court
Competition
Georgia Law captured the Intrastate Moot
Court Championship when it beat a team
from Georgia State University for the win.
Every year, each law school in the state fields
two teams in the tournament.
Second-year students Tully T. Blalock,
Cameron D. Hawkins and David L. Pilson
comprised the winning team, while another
Georgia Law team composed of second-year
students James E. “Jeb” Butler, Rachel D.
Horton and Catherine D. Runion advanced
to the semifinal round. Both groups were
coached by third-year students Lauren L.
Mock and Glenn T. Singleton.
The winning team also took home the
Best Brief Award. This is the second year in
a row where Georgia Law has won both the
overall title and the Best Brief Award in this
tournament.

First Amendment Moot Court
Competition
Georgia Law finished as semifinalists in
the 17th Annual National First Amendment
Moot Court Competition held at Vanderbilt
University.
Third-year students Bret R. Hobson and
Lauren L. Mock comprised the team and
also won the Best Brief Award in this national competition. Michael A. Caplan (J.D.’06)
served as team adviser.
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Georgia Law sent two teams to compete in the ATLA
competition. Representing the law school as one team were:
(l. to r.) Kim Bourroughs, Lauren Bellamy, Teah Glenn
and Michael Kline.

Georgia Law fielded two teams in the ABA National
Appellate Advocacy Competition. Representing the law
school were: (back, l. to r.) Philip Green (coach), Jennifer
Blakely, Leslie Horne, Stephen Shea, (front, l. to r.) Ellen
Persons, Shunta Harmon, Rebecca Thornhill and Cristine
Patterson (coach).

ABA National Appellate Advocacy
Competition
Georgia Law finished the American Bar
Association National Appellate Advocacy
Competition as quarterfinalists and received
Fourth Best Brief Award in this prestigious
tournament.
Second-year students Leslie B. Horne,
Rebecca M. Thornhill and Shunta R.
Harmon argued in the national contest,
which had approximately 180 teams vying
for the top trophy. The team was coached
by third-year students Cristine L. Patterson
and Philip R. Green, while Georgia Law
alumna Holly A. Pierson (J.D.’96) served as
team adviser.
The trio advanced to the national title
round after winning the regional tournament
held in St. Louis, Mo., earlier this spring.
The team’s written legal brief also took third
place honors in the regional competition.

The second team competing for Georgia Law at the
ATLA tournament was: (l. to r.) Leif Howard, Merritt
McAlister, Chase Samples and Ann Cox Steedman.

ATLA Student Trial Advocacy
Competition
Georgia Law finished strong at the
Association of Trial Lawyers of America
Regional Tournament with two semifinalist
teams.
A team of third-year students Lauren D.
Bellamy, Kimberly R. “Kim” Bourroughs
and Teah N. Glenn and second-year student Michael. J. Kline competed alongside
another Georgia Law team composed of
third-year students Leif A. Howard, Merritt
E. McAlister and Thomas C. “Chase”
Samples and second-year student Ann Cox
Steedman.
Advocate
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Each spring, members of the law school community gather to recognize students and faculty
who have excelled at the institution. Below you will find those who were honored.

Class of 2006 Order of the Coif inductees and ceremony participants – (l. to r.) Shane Lord, Dustin
Marlowe, Lee Clayton, Allison Thompson, Andrew
Tuck, Meredith Stein, Brennan Posner, Jason
Burnette, Michael Van Cise, Associate Dean Paul
Kurtz, Francis Barnes and Professor James Smith.
Not Pictured: Wilson Barmeyer, Patrick Blake,
Michael Caplan, Jennifer Collins, Eric Glidewell,
Jon Greer, Joshua Gunnemann, Benjamin Harper,
Kathleen Hart, Ashley Johnson, Leland Kynes, Betsy
Buchanan Tanner, Kristin Timm, Jordan Wolff and
Alana Zorrilla.

CALI Excellence for the Future Award recipients – (l. to r.)
David Roth (Constitutional Law II and Trusts & Estates),
who also won the Verner F. Chaffin Award for Excellence
in the Study of Fiduciary Law; Anuj Desai (Corporations),
who also won the ABA and Bureau of National Affairs
Award for Excellence in the Study of Intellectual Property
Law; Joanna Smith (Criminal Procedure II), who was
also presented with the Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund
Award for Excellence in the Study of Real Estate Law;
and Matthew Weiss (Legal Research & Writing and
Corporations). Not pictured are: Stephen Roach (Legal
Research & Writing and Trusts & Estates), who also won
the Verner F. Chaffin Award for Excellence in the Study of
Fiduciary Law; Erin McPhail (Constitutional Law II);
and Merritt McAlister (Constitutional Law II), who was
also the recipient of the LSA Award for Highest Academic
Average for the Class of 2007 and was named to the
National Order of the Barristers.

Lauren Mock (left) was named to the National Order of the
Barristers and received the William King Meadow Award;
Folashade Shomade (center) earned the LSA Award for Greatest
Improvement in Academic Standing (1st to 2nd Year); while Heidi
Taylor received the Shelley B. Knox Award for Outstanding Public
Interest Student and the Ellen Jordan Award for Public Interest
Law. Not pictured is: Katherine Stein, the recipient of the LSA
Award for Greatest Improvement in Academic Standing (2nd to
3rd Year).
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CALI Excellence for the Future Award
recipients – (l. to r.) William Thistle
(Federal Income Taxation and Legal
Research & Writing), Andrew Overway
(Legal Profession) and Tedra Hobson
(Evidence), who also won the Ronald
Carlson Award for Excellence in the
Study of Evidence and was named to
the National Order of the Barristers.
Not pictured are: Joseph Bolling (Legal
Research & Writing), Michael Caplan
(Legal Profession), Andrew Eaton
(Evidence), Scott Grubman (Legal
Research & Writing), John DeGenova
(Criminal Law), Anna Papa (Criminal
Law), Manoj Varghese (Criminal Law),
Jill Schonenberg (Criminal Procedure I)
and Andrea Hoffenson (Federal Income
Taxation), who also won the John C.
O’Byrne Award for Excellence in the
Study of Taxation.

Marcia Alembik (left) and Jennifer Simpson (center)
earned the State Bar of Georgia Award for Excellence
in the Study of Labor Law and the ABA and Bureau
of National Affairs Award for Excellence in the Study
of Labor Law, while Mark Jones won the Sovereignty
Symposium Chief Justice John B. Doolin Writing
Competition sponsored by the Oklahoma Supreme
Court and the Oklahoma Indian Affairs Commission.
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CALI Excellence for the Future Award recipients – (l. to r.) Lindsey Case (Civil Procedure, Contracts & Sales,
Property, Torts, Constitutional Law I and Evidence), who also won the Class of 1933 Torts Award for Excellence
in the Study of Torts Law and the LSA Award for Highest Academic Average for the Class of 2008; Mary
Katherine Bates (Property); Theresa Yelich (Legal Research & Writing and Constitutional Law I), who also
won the State Bar of Georgia Award for Excellence in the Study of Employment Discrimination; and Stephen
Dmetruk (Constitutional Law I and Torts), who also won the Class of 1933 Torts Award for Excellence in
the Study of Torts Law. Not pictured are: Brittany Grimes (Contracts & Sales, Civil Procedure and Property);
Naveen Ramachandrappa (Civil Procedure, Contracts & Sales, Torts and Constitutional Law I), who also won
the Class of 1933 Torts Award for Excellence in the Study of Torts Law; Daniel Felz (Civil Procedure); Farrar
Barker (Civil Procedure and Legal Research & Writing); Rebecca Thornhill (Property and Torts), who also won
the Class of 1933 Torts Award for Excellence in the Study of Torts Law; and Tully Blalock (Contracts & Sales).

Other award recipients:
Donald P. Gilmore Jr. Memorial
Award for Excellence in the Study of
Employment Law

Julian McDonnell Award for
Excellence in the Study of
Commercial Law

Francis L. Barnes III

Jonathan A. Parrish

ABA and Bureau of National Affairs
Award for Excellence in the Study of
Employment Law

State Bar of Georgia Tax Section
Outstanding Student Award

Francis L. Barnes III
Atlanta Bar Association Alternative
Dispute Resolution Lawyers Section
Award for Excellence in ADR

R. Zebulon Kelley
Outstanding Prosecutorial Clinic
Student

Sarah J. Griffie and Leanna H. Stromberg

Tiffany P. Edmonds

Outstanding Land Use Clinic Student

Willis J. “Dick” Richardson Jr.
Student Award for Outstanding Trial
Advocacy

American Bankruptcy Institute Medal

M. Brian Magee
State Bar of Georgia Real Property
Law Section Award

C. Lucille Cason

Leslie B. Horne
Elizabeth C. Arnett and William L. Nabors
Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins,
Gunn and Dial Awards

Outstanding Mock Trial Advocate

Jeffrey A. Reeves
Kerry Harike Joedecke Memorial
Award for Excellence

Lauren D. Bellamy
National Order of the Barristers

 imberly R. Bourroughs, Teah N. Glenn,
K
Bret R. Hobson, Tedra C. Hobson, Leif
A. Howard, M. Brian Magee, Merritt E.
McAlister, Preston J. Meche, Lauren L.
Mock and Shalanna L. Pirtle
Jessie and Dan MacDougald
Memorial Award for First Honor
Graduate and Isaac Meinhard Award
for Highest Academic Average for
the Class of 2006

Jason T. Burnette

Outstanding Moot Court Advocate

Merritt E. McAlister

ALSA launches mentor program for middle schools
This year, the Asian Law Students Association launched its Middle School Mentors program aimed at encouraging law students to help
children struggling with school and to demonstrate that Georgia Law can be a resource for solving numerous community needs.
Six volunteers visited Oconee Middle School anywhere from once a week to every other week. The mentors were asked their interests and
were then paired with teachers and students who were in need of a little help.
“Mentors sat down with local students to help with math problems, explain world geography or simply lend an ear to someone who is
having a difficult time with their schoolwork,” third-year student Anuj Desai, founder of the mentor program, said.
“Many of the volunteers are first- or second-year law students, so I hope they will continue their service during the remainder of their law
school career,” he added.
In an effort to attract more volunteers and better serve local schools, ALSA will partner with the Education Law Society next year to
increase the mentor program’s reach.
– Compiled by Nikki Girard
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Candace A. Hill:
A family’s first
Being the forerunner in any family can
be difficult, but Candace A. Hill welcomed
the challenge. The eldest child in her family,
Hill is the first to earn a college degree and
subsequently attend law school. No one else
in her extended family, with the exception
of three distant cousins, has ever completed
college.
“In terms of college, it was always stressed
– education first,” Hill said.
Even though her parents never attended
college, they have been her support system
throughout her four years of undergraduate
work and into her first year of law school.
“They have been very supportive of those
late nights when I need somebody to talk to.
They put things into perspective for me,”
Hill said.
Along with her parents, Hill found a mentor in Francene Breakfield, her high school
counselor. Breakfield, a University of Georgia
alumna, guided Hill in her decision to attend
UGA. According to Hill, Breakfield had all
the answers to her questions.
She found it extremely beneficial to have
someone to talk to during the difficult process of applying to colleges and deciding
which to attend.
Following Breakfield’s advice to go to
UGA and get involved on campus, Hill
earned a bachelor’s degree in English and
worked as a resident assistant in Brumby
Hall for three years.
An undergraduate degree was just a means
to an end, according to Hill, who said she
always had intentions of entering law school.
32
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In high school, Hill competed with the
mock trial team for two years, where her
passion for litigation was ignited.
After high school, Hill worked for two
attorneys at a small law firm in her native
Clayton County, Ga. The time spent there
showed her both the inside and the outside
of the courtroom in dealings with clients.
Even after seeing all of the time not spent
litigating, initially what drew her to the law,
Hill remained committed to studying the
law.
This spring, she tested her litigation skills
in the J. Ralph Beaird 1L Closing Argument
Mock Trial Competition. Although Hill did
not advance to the final round, she thoroughly enjoyed the entire process.
“As stressful as law school can become
at times, these extracurricular activities let
you know that you’re on the right path,”
she said.
This first-year student tries not to let the
stress get to her by engaging in relaxing
activities when she takes a break from her
studies.
Hill feels she is beginning to adjust to the
type of work law school demands and that
she is starting to think like a lawyer, which
she considers one of her biggest accomplishments.
Hill’s dream is to become a successful
criminal defense attorney, working in a firm
where she can make a difference.
Hill has already made a difference though,
especially close to home. With one sister
already enrolled in college and another on
the way, she feels an immense sense of pride
that both of her sisters are following in her
footsteps.
Her advice to others faced with a new
challenge: find somebody who is doing what
you want to do and do not be shy about asking questions.
“I try to be that person for others because
I know it’s a blessing to be here.”
- Nikki Girard

Joshua W. Krupa:
Honored military man
“Learning to enjoy the little things in life”
is an understatement for rising third-year law
student Joshua W. Krupa.
After two military tours in Iraq with the
U.S. Army and now being in law school,
Krupa believes that this saying is one of the
most important lessons in life.
Previously, Krupa’s world was engulfed by
his life’s passion: the military.
This Funded Legal Education Program
officer spent time in numerous military
training schools to enhance his tactical prowess prior to being stationed in Iraq.
Three weeks in survival school, a stint at
the Army Airborne School and training in
a joint fire power course (where he learned
to integrate all of the U.S. military’s assets)
helped him to earn more than one badge for
military valor.
Krupa said his Combat Infantry Badge,
earned while in Iraq, gives him the greatest
sense of pride because it actually signifies that
he did his job as an infantryman engaged
in combat. Having never been wounded in
combat, Krupa said he was “just trying to
avoid the Purple Heart.”
Leaving his wife and two daughters at
home in Savannah, Krupa spent slightly under 11 months in Iraq as part of
Operation Iraqi Freedom I with the 3rd
Infantry Division, the soldiers responsible for
ousting Saddam Hussein’s regime and securing the country in 2003.
In 2005, he returned to Baghdad for five
months and stayed in the same palace he
helped to clear two years earlier.
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His second tour in Iraq was cut short due
to his enrollment in Georgia Law. Krupa
had already received his orders for Operation
Iraqi Freedom III in 2005 when he was
accepted into the Funded Legal Education
Program, which selects only a few officers
each year to be sent to the law school of their
choice, if accepted by the institution.
He applied to only a handful of law
schools and chose Georgia Law to help him
on his path to becoming a military judge.
Finding himself today in a different sort
of educational setting than what he was
used to in the military, Krupa feels that his
stress level is lower than that of the rest of his
classmates.
“Coming out of a combat zone and going
into a classroom is pretty nice. It’s helped me
to prioritize better,” Krupa added.
Even though he thrives in his clinical
classes and thoroughly enjoys learning all
aspects of the law, Krupa has missed being
surrounded by soldiers.
To compensate, he currently teaches lab
classes with the ROTC program on campus
each week, helping his students learn firsthand from someone with 11 years of military
education and experience.
He also instructs an anti-terrorism class
for the U.S. Army to military personnel, and
their families, who will be sent anyplace in
the world where there is a possible threat of
terrorism.
“I teach basic terror awareness and how
to catch sight of threats. Also, my students
learn measures to lower their risks of being
targets,” Krupa said.
He awaits the day he can return to a
military line unit and then go on to serve his
country in a legal capacity by prosecuting for
the army.
Eventually, Krupa would like to be in
charge of an entire unit.
In the meantime, he is content working
hard toward his dream of combining the
legal profession with his love for the military.
- Nikki Girard

Spring/Summer 2007

10345Inside.indd 33

C. Rodolfo Celis:
At home in the classroom
For C. Rodolfo Celis, it has been interesting spending three years in the “back” of a
classroom instead of the front.
After teaching college-level linguistics
courses for four years, Celis thought earning
a J.D. would even out his higher education
career nicely, bringing his total number of
degrees to four.
“There are just curious problems in the
law that surprise me that linguists have not
dealt with before,” Celis, a 2007 graduate
of Georgia Law, said about his decision to
study the law.
Upon earning his Ph.D. from the
University of Chicago, Celis taught several
linguistics courses at both Arcadia University
and Temple University, while also participating as a regional faculty fellow at the
University of Pennsylvania.
At Arcadia, his course on language and
violence was one of the most popular among
students.
The course was, in Celis’ words, a strange
combination of linguistics, sociology, selfhelp and pop culture theory. In fact, teaching
this class led to numerous interviews in the
national media on such things as the history
of cursing.
His work at the University of Chicago,
under the tutorial of famous 20th century linguist James D. McCawley, prepped
Celis for his teaching duties. His dissertation
formed the basis for his language and violence course. He studied these subjects from
the point of view of formal linguistics to earn
his doctorate.

As difficult a decision as it was for Celis
to give up teaching to attend law school, his
hope to make a difference in the law made
him decide to become a student again.
“I wondered if this theoretical stuff that I
worked on could ever have any practical utility. In the back of my mind, I always thought
it would have some application – maybe
even occasionally profound application – to
the law,” Celis added.
He has been working on this “practical
theory” in the context of legal problems
while testifying as an expert witness in a few
trials. Celis testified last year as an expert linguist to help local defense attorney John W.
Timmons Jr. (J.D.’70), who he has clerked
with since entering law school.
Celis hopes to make a contribution, even
if a small one, to due process as a criminal
defense attorney and a linguist.
“I do think linguistics helps with due process because of the way we decide someone’s
fate – we do it verbally,” Celis said.
Coming back to class has not exactly been
an easy transition. As a nontraditional student, Celis said he worked on his stamina to
be continuously prepared each day.
Through his classes at Georgia Law, he has
encountered the caliber of lawyer he aspires
to become. According to Celis, Professors
Alan and Camilla E. Watson are jurists who
he most admires greatly due to their character and integrity.
“I would like to be as diligent a scholar as
they both are but also be as compassionate
as they are in terms of being a lawyer,” Celis
said.
Following graduation in May, this lawyerlinguist headed to Orlando, Fla., to work in
the public defender’s office. He plans to open
his own practice one day with some of his
fellow Georgia Law classmates.
Even with these plans, Celis feels drawn
back to the classroom – he is keeping his
eyes open for a university where he can play
professor again, this time on the side.
- Nikki Girard
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Class of 2007
Commencement
Commencement is a special day for the law school
community, especially for members of the graduating
class. Photographs from the day follow.

As usual, family members and
friends enjoy capturing their
graduates on camera. Photo
by Professor Robert Brussack
(J.D.’76).

▼

▼

Legacy Gift Committee co-chairs Preston Meche (right) and
Enjoliqué Aytch (center) present a check totaling $27,160.85
to Dean Rebecca White and LSA President Eleanor Banister
(J.D.’80) (not pictured). Fifty-six percent of the Class of 2007
pledged their financial support to Georgia Law. The total dollar
amount pledged by these most recent graduates represents an alltime high for a Legacy Gift. Photo by UGA Public Affairs’ Dot
Paul.

As is tradition, Hosch Professor Tom Eaton
announced the name and was the first to congratulate his son, Andrew, on earning his Juris Doctor
from Georgia Law during the ceremony. Hosch
Professor and University Professor Dan Coenen (left)
served as honorary marshal. Photo by UGA Public
Affairs’ Dot Paul.

▼
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▼

 he Ludlam family now boasts three graduates of Georgia
T
Law – (l. to r.) Tom (J.D.’04), Dan and Jim (J.D.’02).

Adjunct Professor Steven Shi (J.D.’77) (center) poses with
two fellow Marines who are also new graduates of Georgia
Law – John Thomas (left) and Brian Magee.
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▼

▼

Leif Howard is wearing a sash reading $1 million, which denotes the
fact that he was selected by his classmates to be the first to earn seven
figures. Photo by UGA Public Affairs’ Dot Paul.
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▼

Hamming it up
during the class photo
are (l. to r.) Kimberly
Bourroughs, Enjoliqué
Aytch and Teah Glenn.
Photo by UGA Public
Affairs’ Dot Paul.

▼

Georgia Supreme Court Presiding Justice Carol Hunstein
delivered the keynote address. She told graduates they have
been given the knowledge they will need to serve the legal
profession, their clients, their community and their nation.
“You can be leaders, not just in the practice of law, but in
every aspect of our country. Please use those skills well.”

▼

Modern technology makes it
so easy to coordinate last minute
details relating to graduation.
Here, Nicholas Deeb makes
arrangements for after the ceremony. Photo by UGA Public
Affairs’ Dot Paul.

She went on to add that “life skills are as important in the
practice of law as they are in other professions or vocations”
and to “cultivate them.”
Some of the desired skills identified by Hunstein included:
■ D
 evelop time-management skills. – “Know your priorities
and work toward balance in your life.”
■ Learn to listen.
■ C
 reate good relationships with your colleagues, staff and
clients.
■ Be politically savvy.

▼

Ally Harper (left) reviews pictures
taken during the ceremony with her
sister Christen. Photo by UGA Public
Affairs’ Dot Paul.

■ A
 lways take pride in your work. – “The practice of law isn’t
just about billable hours but about serving your client and
the law to the best of your ability.”
■ B
 e involved in community service. – “You will be tomorrow’s leaders. Not just in the legal profession, but in your
communities. So, get involved.”
■ L earn to compromise. – “You have to be flexible. You’re
not going to win every case or prevail in every argument.
Be prepared to compromise for the sake of the legal system and for your client.”
■ F ind balance. – “Don’t forget that there is more to living
than just the practice of law.”
■ Have a sense of humor.
Hosch Professor and University Professor Dan
Coenen (center) celebrates with Buihe Okenu
(LL.M.’02) (back, left), who just received her J.D.
from Georgia Law, and her husband Dan, her
niece Ifeoma Ayika and her son KC.

Additionally Hunstein said, “I believe the practice of law is an
honorable profession. It is a search for truth – for justice. It
is the application of legal knowledge and experience to the
resolution of disputes and problems. I firmly believe that lawyers are the champions of democracy. Lawyers and judges are
vital to the protection of individual rights and liberties that
Americans hold so dear.”

▼

Photo courtesy of The Picture Man.
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